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The Conductor’s Corner by Tom Farrell 
 

"Think Big, Build Smart: The Key to Model Railroad Success" 

 

It’s easy to get excited about building a large, highly detailed 
layout, but bigger isn’t always better. A layout that is too large 
can become overwhelming, leading to frustration and 
unfinished projects. Many modelers find success by 
designing layouts in manageable sections or modules, allowing 
for steady progress, flexibility, and long-term enjoyment. Careful planning from 
the start ensures a layout remains a source of inspiration rather than an 
unmanageable burden. 

 

The Pitfalls of an Oversized Layout 

 

Many hobbyists overestimate their available time, space, and resources when 
designing layouts. While large, multi-level railroads can be exciting, they require 
extensive planning, investment, and commitment. The sheer scale often leads 
to burnout, unfinished sections, and maintenance headaches. Without careful 
planning, an ambitious dream can quickly turn into a frustrating challenge. 

 

The Benefits of a Modular or Sectional Approach 

 

A modular or sectional layout offers a flexible and practical way to build a railroad. 
By focusing on smaller sections, modelers ensure quality construction while 
making expansion, rearrangement, or transport easier. Modular design also 
allows for greater adaptability, accommodating space changes and simplifying 
relocation. Most importantly, it enables earlier operational enjoyment, keeping 
hobbyists engaged and motivated as they build. 

 

Conclusion 

 

A well-planned layout balances ambition with practicality. While large layouts can 
be overwhelming, a modular or sectional approach provides flexibility, 
manageability, and long-term enjoyment. By building in achievable steps, 
modelers can create a railroad that is both satisfying to construct and rewarding 
to operate. 

 

The New Tracks Modeling show airs live every Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM ET, 
on YouTube and Zoom, with all episodes recorded, segmented, and available on 
YouTube for convenient viewing anytime. 
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From the Editor’s Desk 
 
Welcome to the March 2025 issue of the New Tracks Modeling Observations 
Newsletter.  
 
Per our usual practice, announcements of new products from vendors and news 
about trains shows and conventions, and New Tracks Modeling Scholarship news, 
and its travel about the country are included within this issue of Observations. 
Updates, additions, and changes to our regularly scheduled program segments 
are included as available. Please send your articles, tips or “tricks” about any 
aspect of model railroading, or just share a photo or two of a model you are 
building directly to me at: Martin.Brechbiel@newtracksmodeling.com 
 
Also, please contact me with your articles, comments, suggestions, details of new 
products you are producing in any scale, upcoming events and Train shows, or any 
of your views, opinions, and comments. Getting this information shared and 
distributed to the modeling community by all means possible benefits all! 
 
And just a quick reminder, this is your chance to have your modeling on the cover. 
Just send me a good 
quality portrait format 
photo and your modeling 
can be on the cover of an 
upcoming issue of the 
newsletter. 
 
As always a special thanks 
to our proofreaders Greg 
Cassidy and Joel McCurry 
as well as our vendor 
liaison, Eric Kennedy.  
 

Cover Photo: From Stan Shields  
 
Opinions expressed here do not necessarily reflect those of New Tracks Modeling officials and volunteers. 
Commercial suppliers, supplies and materials addressed in Observations in no way constitute endorsement by New 
Tracks Modeling. Copyrighted or trademarked material that appears in Observations is used for educational and 
historical benefit only and does not constitute infringement of a copyright holder. 

mailto:Martin.Brechbiel@newtracksmodeling.com
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News and Announcements 
 

Recognizing Our New Tracks Mentors (NTM) 
 
For some time now, I’ve wanted to create a special recognition award for New 
Tracks Mentors (NTM)—and I believe the time has come to proudly announce it. 
This award is dedicated to modelers who showcase their craftsmanship and 
contribute to the model railroading community by mentoring others. 
 
To qualify for the NTM Award, an individual must meet the following criteria: 
 
1) Share Their Knowledge – Either by giving a model-building presentation on our 
New Tracks Modeling Zoom show or being profiled in my New Tracks articles, in O 
scale Resource or the previously published S scale Resource magazines. 
 
2) Be a Mentor – Willingly guide and help less experienced modelers in our 
community. 
 
While NMRA Achievement Program participants are eligible, this award is open to 
anyone—regardless of other recognition. My mentor, for example, had no formal 
awards beyond being a highly skilled model builder and teacher, with his HO-scale 
layout featured in Model Railroader magazine. 
 
This initiative is about more than just honoring talent. It’s about recognizing those 
who believe in the importance of mentorship and fostering the future of our great 
model railroading hobby. We want to celebrate the model builders who: 

 
• Have modeling abilities and skills, 
 
• Want to share their talent and knowledge, 
 
• Are willing to mentor others, and 
 
• Support New Tracks’ mission of keeping the art of model building alive. 

 
We will have a New Tracks Mentor (NTM) page on our website, listing NTM 
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honorees and their email contact information. This will allow fellow modelers to 
learn more about each mentor by: 
 

• Viewing their profiles and modeling work in my articles and/or 
 
• Watching their New Tracks Modeling Zoom presentations. 

 
By providing direct access to experienced modelers, we hope to encourage more 
model-building and mentoring within our hobby. 
 
Additionally, we will publish a monthly listing of new NTMs in our Observations 
newsletter, complete with links to their Zoom show videos or O Scale Resource or 
S Scale Resource magazine profiles. 
 
I would be honored if you shared my enthusiasm for this initiative. I welcome your 
thoughts and feedback on the NTM Award and encourage you to reach out to me 
at jimkellow@newtracksmodeling.com. 
 
Together, let’s build a stronger, more connected model railroading community. Jim 
Kellow, MMR, NTM 

mailto:jimkellow@newtracksmodeling.com
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Organizational Sponsors for New Tracks Modeling 
Thanks to our current Sponsors for their financial support to help pay for Shows, Zoom, 

YouTube, and other related out of pocket costs. 
 

 
Brennan’s Model Railroading 
https://www.brennansmodelrr.com/ 
(816)-252-4605  

 
 

 
 
O Scale Central                National Association of S Gaugers 
https://oscalecentral.com/ https://www.nasg.org/                     
 
 
 

 
       

National Capital Trains         
https://nationalcapitaltrains.com/ 

 
 
 
 
Mainline Hobby Supply 
https://mainlinehobby.com/ 
 
 

 
American Models 
https://americanmodels.com/ 

 
 
 

 
 
Millhouse River Studio 
https://www.studiozphoto.com/Millhouse.html 
 
 
 

  

https://www.brennansmodelrr.com/
https://oscalecentral.com/
https://www.nasg.org/
https://nationalcapitaltrains.com/
https://mainlinehobby.com/
https://americanmodels.com/
https://www.studiozphoto.com/Millhouse.html
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Individual and Company Donors for our 2025 
Scholarships 

 

 

Individual donors in 2024 for our 2025 scholarships are: David Menard, Gerald 
and Linda Feeney, Jim Kellow, MMR, Fr. Ron Walters, Bob Charles, MMR, Jeff 
Zigley, Bob Davidson, Jim Foley, Anonymous, Greg Cassidy, Jamie Bothwell, 
Michael Gorczynski, Rich Randall, Steve Sherrill, Jeff Jordan, Pat Rivard, James 
Koryta, Bill Bunce, Martin Brechbiel, MMR, the Anonymous 2024 kick-off donor, 
Phil Edholm, Dave and Evelyn Sweeny, and Jeffrey Peck. 
 
Thank you all so much for the leadership and financial commitment you have 
made to our young future modeler’s education.  Your help is greatly appreciated!  
  
Company donations are greatly appreciated and will be recognized. Companies 
that donate $250 in any annual scholarship cycle will be identified as Brass 
Donors; Silver Donors will be recognized for a $500 contribution, Gold Donors for 
a $750 contribution and Platinum Donors for a $1,000 contribution. Donors who 
contribute at least $2,000 will be listed as a specific scholarship sponsor. Please 
contact us at: nttms@newtracksmodeling.com to arrange for your corporate 
donations. Donate early to maximize your exposure. Remember, your 
contribution will help the young modelers who are the future of our hobby. 
 

We are most pleased and grateful to announce a 2025 
$1000.00 Platinum Donor: 

                              Platinum Corporate Sponsors                             .                                                                   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Amherst Railway Society 
https://amherstrail.org/  

mailto:nttms@newtracksmodeling.com
https://amherstrail.org/
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We are pleased and very grateful to announce our 2025 $500.00 Silver Donor: 
 

                                   Silver Corporate Sponsors                               .    
 

Great Scale Model Train Show 
       https://www.gsmts.com/ 

https://sites.google.com/view/greatscalemodeltrainshow 
      produced by Scott Geare 

 

 

We are pleased and very grateful to announce our current 2025 $250.00 Brass 
Donors: 

 

                                   Brass Corporate Sponsors                               .                                           
 

Brennan’s Model Railroading 
https://www.brennansmodelrr.com/ 
owned by Dennis Brennan 
 

 

American Models 
https://americanmodels.com/ 

 

 

     

 The Model Railroad Resource LLC 
  https://oscaleresource.com/WP/  
  owned by Amy and Dan Dawdy 
 

 

Kershaw Craftsman Kits 
https://kershawcraftsma
nkits.com/ 
 

 

WiFi Model Railroad 
https://www.wifimodelrailroad.com/ 

            owned by WiFi Model Railroad 
 

 

https://www.gsmts.com/
https://www.brennansmodelrr.com/
https://americanmodels.com/
https://oscaleresource.com/WP/
https://kershawcraftsmankits.com/
https://kershawcraftsmankits.com/
https://www.wifimodelrailroad.com/
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Help Us Reach Applicants for the NTM Scholarship!  
 
As we've reported previously, we'll be awarding three $2,000.00 scholarships for 
the 2025-2026 academic year to young modelers studying Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts or Mathematics (STEAM) on an undergraduate level. Our big 
challenge is to make sure that EVERY young modeler is aware of the scholarship 
and is encouraged to apply. 
 
We've had presence at both the Amherst Train Show in January, and at the winter 
show in Timonium, and we're grateful to both of those organizations for providing 
us with complimentary space to publicize the scholarship. Our challenge is to do 
more, and you can help. As reported in last month's issue of Observations, here's 
how: 
 
Every reader of this newsletter can help get applicants for our scholarships both 
at their local HS and college levels. Promoting scholarship availability and reaching 
out to college students can be done through various effective methods. Here are 
some suggestions: 
 
1. Your local train group. There are several ways to help spread the word with 
your local train club or group: 
  - Make an announcement at your next meeting 
  - Include a message in your newsletter 
  - Mention the scholarship at your next ops session 
 
2. Your local hobby shop. Ask the owner if they can share information about the 
scholarship on their web page or physically in their store. We'll provide flyers and 
artwork to help make this happen. Just ask (email below). 
 
3. Local train fairs/shows. There's always an information table with news about 
future shows and events. Ask the organizers if you can leave scholarship flyers on 
the table and ask them to help publicize the scholarship in their advertising. 
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4. Local schools. If you have a local high school, ask if you can speak with a 
guidance counselor and make them aware of the scholarship. Direct them to our 
website. If there's a local college (2-year or 4-year) or trade school, speak to the 
folks in financial aid and let them know about us. 

 
Please Help Our Next Generation of Model 

Railroaders 
More information can be found at: 
newtracksmodeling.com/scholarship 

  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Bob Davidson 
at NTMMS@newtracksmodeling.com 

 

  

mailto:NTMMS@newtracksmodeling.com
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Our Man In Timonium 

By Greg Cassidy 
 
The Great Scale Train Show is the 
creation of partners Howard Zane and 
Ken Young over four decades ago. 
Typically, it has over 700 vendor tables 
and over 20 operation layouts in 3.5 
acres. It takes place every October, 
February, and April (early May this year) 
at the Timonium fairgrounds just north  

The Great Scale Model Train Show in Timonium, MD 

 
of Baltimore MD. New Tracks Modeling had its first Scholarship table set up at the 
April 2023 show. Scott Geare, one of the current show organizers, has always been 
kind enough to donate a table in the center hall to New Tracks Modeling for their 
scholarship program. The organizers of the show believe in the program and how 
it can get younger people involved in model railroading. 
 

As usual I shared the duties of staffing 
the table with Steve Sherrill. We 
typically trade off on days because I 
usually have other commitments at the 
show with the Rockville Model Railroad 
Society, the club I'm involved with. For 
this past February show, Steve came in 
to work at the table on Saturday and I  

Charlie Rausch, MMR visiting us at the New Tracks  
Scholarship table 
 
worked at it on Sunday. Early Saturday 
morning, before the doors opened to 
the general public, we had a visitor 
stop by who has visited the New Tracks 
Zoom show in the past. This is Charlie 
Rausch, MMR, the Superintendent of  

Steve Sherrill’s Micro layout 
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the Carolina Piedmont Division. For Saturday, Steve had brought one of his micro 
layouts that he set up on the table. These are always attention getters, especially 
when they see that it is operating it as dead rail and doesn't need to run on the 
tracks. And for Sunday, with Steve's layout gone I set up the TV that has the 
prerecorded program 
from Jim Kellow and Bob 
Davidson. And both of 
these attention getters 
are in order to get people 
to stop at our table so we 
can talk to them about 
New Tracks Modeling and 
especially the New Tracks 
Modeling Scholarship 
Program.  

New Tracks programing on TV 
 
 
One of the more frequent replies we get at train shows when we ask if someone 
knows of a graduating high school senior is “My children are too old and my 
grandchildren are too young”. But we still offer them information about the 
program and remind them that people of any age can donate. (Pic 5) 
 
 

The Timonium show is just one 
of many train shows that has 
New Tracks Modeling present 
at it. If you know of a train 
show in your area and would be 
willing to set up a table or 
perhaps just put some flyers on 
a handout table, please get in 
touch with Bob Davidson. 
NTMMS@newtracksmodeling.c
om 
 
 

      Anyone can help by handing out flyers at a train show 

mailto:NTMMS@newtracksmodeling.com
mailto:NTMMS@newtracksmodeling.com
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Regularly Scheduled Segments on New Tracks Modeling 
 

Scratchbuilder’s Corner  
by Martin Brechbiel, MMR (Martin.Brechbiel@newtracksmodeling.com) 

 
Scratchbuilder’s Corner presents aspects of scratchbuilding (and kitbashing) 
primarily with wood as the medium to build structures and rolling stock, but this 
includes the use of other materials such as styrene, brass, resin, and other casting 
materials as 
appropriate.  

 
Intentions here are to 
teach & share 
techniques and 
“tricks” that can be 
adapted into your 
scratchbuilding 
projects working from 
simple projects 
through those of 
increasing complexity.   

 

 
 
 
 
Scratchbuilder’s Corner 
continued through 
February with the 
scratchbuild of 
Donovan’s   Repair & 
Machine Shop.    

  

mailto:Martin.Brechbiel@newtracksmodeling.com
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Scratchbuilding a Layout – The Eberwein Coal 

Facility on The On30 RB & OG 
by Tom Farrell (tfarrell60@comcast.net) 

 

New Tracks Modeler Tom Farrell is crafting a 
dramatic scene for his On30 Rustic Buff & Old Gothic 
Railroad for the "Watch Me Build" series on the New 
Tracks Live program. The project brings together 
iconic structures by legendary modelers Len 
Eberwein and the late Al Judy, alongside Tom’s own 
contest-winning scratch building creations. At the 
heart of the scene is Len Eberwein's Museum Quality 
Coal Tipple.  
 

A unique element within the project is the 
incorporation of a "Timesaver" DC (Analog) switching 
yard that meets the operational requirements of the 
Eberwein Coal Facility. This innovative configuration 
enables Tom to run his older, non-DCC locomotives 
separately from the DCC (Digital) system operating 

on the main RB&OG.  
 

Enhancing the scene's 
visual interest further, the layout will feature a 
Thomas Yorke Single Stall Engine House—as 
highlighted in this issue of Observations—and a 
Fuel/Oil Tank, both from Frenchman River Model 
Works. A Bar Mills narrow gauge “Water Tower at 
Cranberry Yard" resin kit is also featured. Check-out 
this series—you won’t want to miss the blend of 
eclectic legendary modelers on this project. 

 

The New Tracks Modeling Live YouTube & Zoom 
Program airs every Wednesday evening from 7:00 
PM to 9:00 PM ET, with episodes recorded, 

segmented, and posted on YouTube for convenient viewing later. Subscribe for 
free on our website to receive program links: www.newtracksmodeling.com 

  

mailto:tfarrell60@comcast.net
http://www.newtracksmodeling.com/
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New Tracks Modeling “MY BUILD” 2025 

by Chris Course (railrunner130@hotmail.com) 

 

 
Model railroading is about sharing and the monthly MY BUILD is your opportunity 
to share and show off your build with the world. Trains, structures, or boats, it 
doesn’t matter. It doesn’t have to be your latest build. Heck, it could even be 
something you found at a yard or estate sale and just thought was neat. Or, maybe 
if you’re stuck on something, need a different technique, or are stumped on how 
to proceed on a project. This is a good part of the show to ask questions. Please 
ask. We can help.  
 
Every other month we have a “theme.” These are not rigid. If you can find 
something to share that fits in a category, regardless of being “outside the box”, 
that is ENCOURAGED! 
 

The next MY BUILD will be on March 26, 2025 
 

The Topic for this MY BUILD will be  “Free for All” 
E-mail railrunner130@hotmail.com to participate preferably by March 23rd 

 
 
 

UPCOMING MY BUILD CHALLENGES/SHOWS 
 

April 23rd “Automation/Animation – Make it move” 
 

May 28th FREE-FOR-ALL (ANYTHING GOES)/ 
Elections for future challenge themes 

E-mail theme ideas to railrunner130@hotmail.com 
  

June 21st “Water”, waterfronts, boats, bridges, etc. 

mailto:railrunner130@hotmail.com
mailto:railrunner130@hotmail.com
mailto:railrunner130@hotmail.com


New Tracks Modeling Observations                                         Vol 3, Issue 2 Feb 2025  

 

 
 

17 
 

New Tracks Modeling Observations                                             Vol. 3, Issue 3 2025 

Selected Photos from the 2025 February “My Build” 
 

 
 
 

From Martin Brechbiel 

 
 
 
 

From Greg Cassidy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
From Bernd Fanghanel 
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From Bob Farquhar 

 
From Jeffrey Jordan 

 
From Mitch “Doc” Lovelace 
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From Ken Myers 
 

 
 
From Gary Shurgold 
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From Bill Stimson 
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From Fr. Ron Walters 
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What’s to Know About the Scales We Model In? 
 
We have had many discussions with modelers who ask, “What is O scale or N scale 
all about?  Does anyone really model in S scale?  Can I really scratchbuild a model 
in N scale?” Your scale of choice may be G, O or O Hi-Rail, S, HO, or N, and there 
are others yet that modelers choose to build in today. However, we frequently 
know little about the details of other scales, are possessed of misinformation, or 
simple mythology.  
 
To discuss this on a regular basis, New Tracks Modeling is running monthly 
segments on G, O, O Hi-Rail, S, S AF/Hi-Rail, HO, and N scale hosted by 
knowledgeable talented modelers in each scale. These modelers will try to answer 
your questions, present information about what is possible to accomplish, and 
then present what a new modeler entering a scale might need to consider.  
 

Volunteers Working on the Real EBT Railroad 
 

We were finally able to get out and to build 
track. In spite of the blustery weather 
conditions (it was chilly) Al Gallo, Daniel 
Lane, John Widmeyer, Ron Elliott, Jerry 
Bertoldo, Rick Rourke, Blake Rimmey, John 
Quinn, and Dave Padula assisted the 
railroad's full-time staff. We got a lot done: 
 
-  Track is now assembled to a point 325’ 
south of the 994 crossing, which is located 
a little north of the High School. 
 
-  Track is gauged and spiked to a point 175’ 
south of 994. 
 
Looking ahead:  Henry Long has asked us to 
devote a weekend to dismantling the joints 
in the track in front of the High School between the north and the south 
driveways. We are tentatively planning to do this during the next FEBT Work 
Weekend on Saturday, March 1st.  
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Train Show Schedule 
 

Great Scale Model Train and Railroad Collectors Show 

May 3rd and 4th, 2025 Sat. 9am-5pm; Sun 9am-3pm 
Admission Sat & Sun $12; Sun $10  
Maryland State Fair 2200 York Rd. Timonium, MD 
21093 
Click here for complete map and directions from all 
points; https://www.gsmts.com/ 
https://sites.google.com/view/greatscalemodeltrains
how 

O Scale 2 Rail Indianapolis Train Show 
September 18-20, 2025 
September 19, 2025 3pm–7pm 
September 20, 9am–3pm 
La Quinta Inn & Suites Indianapolis South 
Near the intersection of I465 and Emerson 
Ave. 
Indianapolis, IN 
O Scale 2 Rail/P48, Narrow Gauge/On30, 3 Rail 
Scale  
Website: https://www.indyoscaleshow.com  
Phone: (833) 410-3872 

 
Send us your train show 

Information!!!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gsmts.com/Directions%20and%20Map%20to%20Great%20Scale%20Model%20Train%20Shows.pdf
https://www.gsmts.com/Directions%20and%20Map%20to%20Great%20Scale%20Model%20Train%20Shows.pdf
https://www.gsmts.com/
https://sites.google.com/view/greatscalemodeltrainshow
https://sites.google.com/view/greatscalemodeltrainshow
https://www.indyoscaleshow.com/
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Upcoming Railroad Prototype Modeler Events 
 
Hindsight 20/20 is a virtual RPM, gathering on the Zoom platform. These 
occasional events have been held on Saturdays and feature several 30 minute 
presentations on prototypes and modeling. Registration is required but there is 
no event cost.  
 
Hindsight 20/20 is a virtual RPM, held online and via Zoom. We hold all-day 
events featuring ten 30-minute clinicians on a Saturday every 6 to 8 weeks. We 
also hold Wednesday Night Hindsight events featuring a single clinician, every 3-5 
weeks.  
 
Registration is open at Speedwitch media (https://speedwitchmedia.com/).  
 
Please register WELL IN ADVANCE 
 
2025 events 
 
Railroad Modeler’s Retreat – March 14 & 15, Mount Olivet Lutheran 
Church, Plymouth, MN 
 
RPM-East – March 21 & 22, Youngwood, PA – Westmoreland County Community 
College campus, minutes from the New Stanton interchange of the PA Turnpike. 
 
Central Georgia Railroad Prototype Modelers – March 28 & 29, Lundy Chapel 
Church, 2081 Forest Hill Rd, Macon, GA 31210 
 
Steel Town Railway Prototype Modellers’ Meet – April 19, Eva Rothwell 
Community Centre, Hamilton, Ontario 
 
RPM Carolinas: School of Railway Prototype Modeling – May 3, High Point, NC – 
the 2025 event is set for the May 3rd weekend. 
 
Railway Modellers Meet – May 23 – 25, Vancouver, BC. Check their website for 
updated details. 
 

https://speedwitchmedia.com/
https://tcdnmra.org/modelers-retreat/
http://hansmanns.org/rpm_east/index.htm
https://www.centralgarpm.com/
http://steeltownrpm.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1895473627515807
http://railwaymodellersmeetofbc.ca/
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New England/Northeast RPM – May 30 – June 1, Springfield Sheraton, 
Springfield, MA. In association with the Amherst Railway Society. 
 
BAPM 2025 – The San Francisco Bay Area Prototype Modelers Meet – Saturday 
June 21, St. David’s School Hall, Richmond, CA 
Central Pennsylvania Shortline RPM – July 18-20, Bricktown Museum, Mount 
Union, PA 
 
St. Louis RPM – July 24 – 26, Gateway Convention Center, Collinsville, IL 
 
Waterloo Railway Exposition – August 30 & 31, Hampton Inn & Suites by Hilton 
Waterloo, Ontario 
 
Mid-Atlantic RPM – September 11-14, Double Tree by Hilton at BWI 
 
Anthracite Railroad Modelers Meet – September 19 – 21, Reading Railroad 
Heritage Museum, Hamburg, PA. 
 
Colorado Rail Proto Meet – September 27 & 28, Island Grove Event Center, 
Greeley, CO 
 
Bridgetown Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet – October 4, Holiday Inn Portland 
– Airport, Portland, OR 
 
Central Ohio RPM – October 9 – 11, Marion Union Station, Marion, OH 
 
RPM Naperville – October 17 – 18, Northern Illinois University conference center, 
Naperville, IL 
 
Northern Alberta Railway Modellers Meet 2024 – October 25, Location TBA, 
Edmonton, AB 
 
 
 
 

  

https://nerpm.org/
http://www.bayareaprototypemodelers.org/
https://meet.pennsyrr.com/index.php
http://stlrpm.com/
https://waterloorailexpo.ca/
https://www.marpm.org/
https://www.marpm.org/
https://readingrrmm.com/
https://corpm.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2001136043323501
https://centralohiorpm.wordpress.com/
https://www.rpmconference.com/
https://sites.google.com/view/narmm/home
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Bunny Trolley Hop 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us April 12th, 13th, and 19th at the Illinois Railway Museum in Union, IL. 
The Illinois Railway Museum is pleased to announce that we will be holding the 

Bunny Trolley Hop again in 2025. 

This event will run on three days: Saturday, April 12th, Sunday, April 13th, and 

Saturday, April 19th. Gates open at 9:15 AM and close at 5:00 PM. 

As always, young visitors will be able to meet and be photographed with the 

Easter Bunny in his carrot coach and there will be lots of other attractions to 

enjoy. This year, Bunny and the other attractions will all be located on the 

https://irm.us16.list-managecom/track/click?u=08cfe10eac3572d38900fd419&id=8d5f0c9d5f&e=4718963f44
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museum campus, with a frequent service of streetcars providing rides between 

the carrot coach and the following attractions: 

 See live animals at the small animal zoo. 

 Join the Easter egg hunt. Hopefully, the weather this year will allow the 

hunt to be outside, but we will move into one of our historic display 

buildings in case of inclement weather. 

 Whilst riding the streetcar, help the Bunny to find his missing treasure. 

 Enjoy games as well as our regular playground activities. 

 Coloring activities will be available in our diner annex. 

 Don’t miss our large model railroad displays (under the Hobby Shop sign). 

For those who would like a longer ride, electric main line trains will operate from 

the depot. The display barns, housing IRM’s large collection of historical railroad 

equipment will also be open to enjoy at your leisure. 

Tickets are available for purchase on the Museum website at $20 each and are 

required for those aged two and over. On these days the Museum is open only for 

holders of event tickets. Everyone, including museum members, will need a ticket 

for admission to the event. 

To minimize wait time and congestion in the carrot coach, a limited number of 

tickets will be available for each 30-minute time slot between 10:00 a.m. and 3:30 

p.m. The time on your ticket is the time when you should visit the Bunny in his 

carrot coach at the depot. You should plan to arrive at least 30 minutes before 

this to allow time to get to the depot. 

The time on your ticket does not restrict when you may enter the museum.  
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“Watch Me Build" New Track Live Modeling Sessions 
with Tom Farrell 

New Tracks Live “Watch Me Build" Featuring Tom Farrell 
 

Join us for the "Watch Me Build" sessions on New Tracks Modeling Live, 
where Master Modeler Tom Farrell takes us through the step-by-step process 
of constructing the Eberwein Coal Complex in this exciting new multi-part 
series, beginning March 5, 2025. 
 
The Eberwein Coal Complex 
 
On January 18, 2018, Len Eberwein completed his mine and tipple masterpiece—
a stunning project that took over four months to build, meticulously modeled 
after a German prototype. Nearly six years later, in October 2024, Tom received 
an unexpected call from Len. He was downsizing his home and 

dismantling his layout, offering 
Tom his contest-winning, world-
class structures, including this 
one, for integration into the 
Rustic Buff & Old Gothic Railroad. 
 
He didn’t hesitate. The next day, 
Tom hit the road—an eleven-
hour drive each way! 
 
A Layout Expansion with a Twist 
 
This is no small structure—it 
measures 18 inches long, 14 
inches wide, and 24 inches high, 
so finding the perfect spot 
requires careful consideration. 
That’s when inspiration struck 
him: why not build a shelf layout 
within his RB & OG? 
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But here’s the 
twist—the shelf 
layout will operate 
as an analog system 
to accommodate his 
extensive collection 
of DC-powered 
On30 locomotives. 
While 
DCC operation 
might be an option, 
Tom hasn’t made a 
final decision yet. 
Since this shelf 
layout won’t 
connect to the main 
railroad, DCC 
compatibility isn’t 
a necessity. 

 
Current Progress & 
Timeline 
 
Right now, Tom’s 

focused on building the tunnel beneath the mine and tipple, where the 
RB&OG mainline runs below it all. This is a critical piece of the project, and he 
expects to have the entire build, along with the integrated running shelf layout, 
completed in about four weeks. 
 
The Eberwein Mine Complex build is scheduled to begin on March 5, 2025. 
 
So stay tuned, and don’t miss an episode—we’ve got some serious modeling 
ahead! 
 
The New Tracks Modeling show airs live every Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM ET, 
on YouTube and Zoom, with all episodes recorded, segmented, and available 
on YouTube for convenient viewing anytime. 
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What Does Mentoring Give to You? 
 

By now, I hope everyone knows that New Tracks Modeling is built on volunteers 
who mentor fellow modelers, helping them improve their skills and build more 
models. 
 

You might understand what a modeler gains from being mentored—but what about 
the mentor? What’s in it for you? Can you sum it up in just a sentence or two? 

 

I recently came across an insightful article on Global English Editing by Farley 
Ledgerwood that answers this very question. He writes: 
 

“Volunteering keeps you active and connected.” 
 
“Giving your time to help others doesn’t just make a difference in their lives—it 
changes yours too. … volunteering keeps you on your feet and engaged with the 
world around you. It gives you purpose, routine, and a reason to stay active. 
 
But more than that, it reminds you that you’re needed. That your time, skills, and 
kindness still have an impact. And sometimes, knowing that can be just as 
important as staying physically strong.” 
 
That’s what you get from mentoring. The reward of seeing someone you’ve 
helped proudly say, “I built that! Thank you for your help.” Their gratitude can be 
worth its weight in gold. 
 
Mentoring is a win-win—for both the mentor and the modeler receiving guidance. 
If you’ve had a mentoring experience—whether as a mentor or a mentee—I’d love 
to hear your story! I’m working on an article about "Mentoring Experiences" and 
would love to include your insights. 
 
Please share your thoughts with me at jimkellow@newtracksmodeling.com. 
Thanks in advance for your help! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Jim Kellow  

mailto:jimkellow@newtracksmodeling.com
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Vendor’s Corner 

 
 

https://shop.atlasrr.com/c-1005-o-scale.aspx
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15 Wood Crates [Small] - HO, S and O Scale  
 
 
 

 
 

Jersey Barriers / K-Rail Barriers (10 pack) 

HO Scale 1:87  

 
  
 
 
 

 

Manhole Covers (15 pack) HO, S and O 

Scales  

 

 

 

 

 

 

HVAC Kit 6 - Air Ducts & Air Conditioner 

HO Scale 1:87  

 

 
 

https://dioramahobbies.com/_t/c/A1020005-181EE46D3058B1FB-8674D780?l=AADNmZuHzYT53gAKRr7PsU8QjiaYtNLMi5JF05XqXAiZ23Ds4F8k%2FXXqe1bEqAhen7e4x4RtB%2F5dKncevwjRJV6OvZDGuj%2FOvSAxhSWFGAnPn%2BnLoe66jVlSheihVCtb7B%2BpMO23woFnXgdjZBzKtj0eBmJysVYh9YdtncKHNbwBLoyXLwt2thhQxlJiI%2BHhAaEbQagdiBzNO6hnHfMfVdz4kgVhwLRaMpvioqGXycPAC1%2BXa6iBZ5usxPnlBOIUQRQ%2FEK4oFjqSFrm8lAusZuMbhOJJ23kZeo618EMmRLxTaRWYO2OMWE%2Fll4E4IIqPed7aaVInBKDNwU9KVwl8ymWxmHXR9rMuL5Q8w7t0DBueej5KhrobHB0%3D&c=AABILR8WUCZV9igKx%2FT3%2B13UN7X9od4qtaVleCqolp8LJl6uJ4eCeXxpjUh1YTDk7QrCoVukTvv174%2Bb8yU31KYTivYMorp%2BA41Za2AiocU78tgy3i80%2F4fEwJaxemZK6qgkYYRHMTjxYLJ4G5BgJ0TXmXydcon%2BRqlqZ8v0QwNxTQXd59Scs4hzvDbFjQgv3KV%2Fr0D0qHHwj6NpQffpN1Wzt5xCNhlBbHxerf5U%2FKuggGwZhlYaXlBbkE8EIiBKNbskM%2B16aiRWhlkJCiLmFWb957oRVl%2Fy4YtejIGZ14AhOidrBxJWUhyvV%2B3TTAkjwMfuETIPgoJtwW5Z%2BA47biBIwuY8mC6vl6UZqo5HjSaNwSMD2vss3FMArwRP47GS2B4uzW8hRC8NbvAcJS8BnDPsv%2BseHvr8Fc%2BxGC%2BDisN%2BwPJZdBk%2BsQKrEHSHdKsVjZ6MMxqcBHpkIcQvqpuQXxrXmHBqGEp4%2FlRXX%2BWQw4tUwvcWtZY3ufGr7b5g9Fsz33GT%2BFycxkRlwvRtUQhPdjddGHbZEr4k%2BZdT%2BuNEkFHIWmA3zmnYpI88vQtGAfrbSzM3QbQnFCoTcH%2FjmP1kF6TeHWqR24YHwwFvvFw3%2B0ej
https://dioramahobbies.com/_t/c/A1020005-181EE46D3058B1FB-8674D780?l=AABiKYe%2B%2BvpDjSOkaAvQQoERXGRyehcDVY%2FVugsAzXBTVDAq%2Bdsa8vOcLBY%2F8n5%2B6%2F7a3jxKGvryIY5weJJTY7qaWOAxDizm9iNPh5lH6SapPlhv8WiziUGQF3W0EECAlVTdH%2F2fz%2FrX5ELFUh5br1ODznAPjVgRx9TbAo31EEUZtGZ%2BmHCN7JD7HUVaXAp8WiDaIm3ZPvgdBAGllc1G%2BCrLDDJJvKNVudmG%2B%2BDhZay2CCBKSJ39XF4isbrGOYopuPorAmsR2H5sauLoHBJ8snkfbBI%2Fjt%2Boj8cEv9c29c1HMZe%2FLvIW2Pn7gOM62NqWsmvI9THaPW8StutyGOK2%2BM8IE3vl2dhXuJOXoUzea30yPUIkFm5JbrazRXL6oJ7AlijFDmttuik2uHNfLYFvIftgeIg%3D&c=AACOzXQQXS4r8d6GTGnmmwgzBeN5q6u5N3h%2BsmdB64XJJAnbTqMoF4VTOWzEgvdqcwngbr2rbwxu56GFa0S2Nm87Z3DgZ6HumMCtA75tnY%2Fe%2BF7Aw1M6%2BUsAqw6PN%2FpCNg%2BHgKs6uZmOZDCSOpDGDp7a%2B%2FUZld9NR8kf18YM6lzD7W5U5sHItrvpxWb7tHVqFNQiRxXtL0xKSJohpwWFgwdxVQUSS9ClW3Nvz43H5PFOIjARTeGDbzYu48ARnFV03lZc0kTy8WRcS6h9xkVnfVbFL4M4bxPI8ZakmBJYB%2FUHrUXnX6dPfdUxBoohaVT672%2BfGh4xNHro%2FkcKLlDCJGXLU9jvd8ZQZeqtbbNfja0F4pxbKk2%2FOnNnCVNk2LFRuOBFzjvu2BBqingviN85CW9L9d2ZlVevZuKij9BiYffEYnRdWLBcbFhRaIVV1wg7gwLS%2B6PG8yDftscU7F%2FHflid2WumnzsZBb%2FW3RdR%2BMamYlAEWl3VOcxUYZOmqa2%2BQpIqxknonvVCdrfOE1jeRcsRLj54sVfNa%2FoD3VRRQ58tC88rAAkcVIlr6Lsm0g8p8ilwazS0fSprByh8PaDbIyuNSUVDH17wdpv8KvkPmiTN
https://dioramahobbies.com/_t/c/A1020005-181EE46D3058B1FB-8674D780?l=AABiKYe%2B%2BvpDjSOkaAvQQoERXGRyehcDVY%2FVugsAzXBTVDAq%2Bdsa8vOcLBY%2F8n5%2B6%2F7a3jxKGvryIY5weJJTY7qaWOAxDizm9iNPh5lH6SapPlhv8WiziUGQF3W0EECAlVTdH%2F2fz%2FrX5ELFUh5br1ODznAPjVgRx9TbAo31EEUZtGZ%2BmHCN7JD7HUVaXAp8WiDaIm3ZPvgdBAGllc1G%2BCrLDDJJvKNVudmG%2B%2BDhZay2CCBKSJ39XF4isbrGOYopuPorAmsR2H5sauLoHBJ8snkfbBI%2Fjt%2Boj8cEv9c29c1HMZe%2FLvIW2Pn7gOM62NqWsmvI9THaPW8StutyGOK2%2BM8IE3vl2dhXuJOXoUzea30yPUIkFm5JbrazRXL6oJ7AlijFDmttuik2uHNfLYFvIftgeIg%3D&c=AACOzXQQXS4r8d6GTGnmmwgzBeN5q6u5N3h%2BsmdB64XJJAnbTqMoF4VTOWzEgvdqcwngbr2rbwxu56GFa0S2Nm87Z3DgZ6HumMCtA75tnY%2Fe%2BF7Aw1M6%2BUsAqw6PN%2FpCNg%2BHgKs6uZmOZDCSOpDGDp7a%2B%2FUZld9NR8kf18YM6lzD7W5U5sHItrvpxWb7tHVqFNQiRxXtL0xKSJohpwWFgwdxVQUSS9ClW3Nvz43H5PFOIjARTeGDbzYu48ARnFV03lZc0kTy8WRcS6h9xkVnfVbFL4M4bxPI8ZakmBJYB%2FUHrUXnX6dPfdUxBoohaVT672%2BfGh4xNHro%2FkcKLlDCJGXLU9jvd8ZQZeqtbbNfja0F4pxbKk2%2FOnNnCVNk2LFRuOBFzjvu2BBqingviN85CW9L9d2ZlVevZuKij9BiYffEYnRdWLBcbFhRaIVV1wg7gwLS%2B6PG8yDftscU7F%2FHflid2WumnzsZBb%2FW3RdR%2BMamYlAEWl3VOcxUYZOmqa2%2BQpIqxknonvVCdrfOE1jeRcsRLj54sVfNa%2FoD3VRRQ58tC88rAAkcVIlr6Lsm0g8p8ilwazS0fSprByh8PaDbIyuNSUVDH17wdpv8KvkPmiTN
https://dioramahobbies.com/_t/c/A1020005-181EE46D3058B1FB-8674D780?l=AACxc81IgGtgVXvdcKR8c%2B3G8jc%2FKHjE%2FlFfA5iLbmGSkhAw4tN6Vvx84jF%2Be7OgK31e2QUQTByuRdDcMYE9Fn57fjqNPYZ5PlMwCZdBrDWV0q98JjNDiyJDaH5%2BPBxHF3tPJ8V01IzHsQO%2FcZymoAHOWTlYlEVaIKwq5%2FR%2FY6ArdoHRcv9fZm0PzyHSz99bkr0RV8QHaWqBsTwCQJNkkjCsEsGc%2Fv%2B7mHqxAc8U8SXpF8Ozz80s0V88QE%2Bawdpyj7X6eOdb2DkTUfzcLtdvRh%2BFJuf%2FvShwVaoBdTfhBX7pZh864y6UVwdPl%2B9CSPjsDHIAa10lMH%2Fk1wfbPv99B%2BZM8qNVdEoVyAg1grnCJmtzPRKpst8PMo9bXGE%3D&c=AAAxwee2azTaddw39aPyyw9lk1GZuodDyuhVz4NJOOv%2BmcgC%2F1n%2FvzpmV308eijbwFAgggxO9jANI0GJRwbSO1Qlss5NwtcmEOh9Zj3Hpsuhqisuz9ZMucDa%2Fb%2BTzufvGS%2Fat7No81KPIzOoj4VspOwwXPmujjvNxi8z%2Flnb%2B9ymU0boUH4r26OaxzUf8Bl1n0bdFGaSj1sMOQjKPM7ONOPaQUIT9kTz%2FRBikM4wY5KksW%2BZLhPqaYPYJ1ZA5pQtJrWoxvQ7ZLjvU2pb32H70PkMfo1ZT2c66McLWYJ9%2BD8yFZUN2VyOJGpfUy0rapklALKzrxtdV232q3H5vL2s607Yq7MQiOXxWCuvxCzbMJ9sD6QbG%2FmOV45TuMIkHbWufJu1FnGfRZqbrmnoxTjRth%2BVK8l1UxpCDyGs3UqFjZvIJRm8NNRixafhEc8zlkEzMsPogSvtxh8MgXYSd%2F8GsfW9Z6ogkPiESXaWj5dLtOyAPO9zaOQd3%2Bv8DwAy4lANYEopgXhYhmzEHMkm0oB49%2F6OxDg1cBGAV7InLC9iBvFWmTZwWpyPu%2Fc349XcnB1Pwa2bLE81o6viXhZTWUzcsC8G7TwxXdk9Ax1%2FMmSkLuWx
https://dioramahobbies.com/_t/c/A1020005-181EE46D3058B1FB-8674D780?l=AACxc81IgGtgVXvdcKR8c%2B3G8jc%2FKHjE%2FlFfA5iLbmGSkhAw4tN6Vvx84jF%2Be7OgK31e2QUQTByuRdDcMYE9Fn57fjqNPYZ5PlMwCZdBrDWV0q98JjNDiyJDaH5%2BPBxHF3tPJ8V01IzHsQO%2FcZymoAHOWTlYlEVaIKwq5%2FR%2FY6ArdoHRcv9fZm0PzyHSz99bkr0RV8QHaWqBsTwCQJNkkjCsEsGc%2Fv%2B7mHqxAc8U8SXpF8Ozz80s0V88QE%2Bawdpyj7X6eOdb2DkTUfzcLtdvRh%2BFJuf%2FvShwVaoBdTfhBX7pZh864y6UVwdPl%2B9CSPjsDHIAa10lMH%2Fk1wfbPv99B%2BZM8qNVdEoVyAg1grnCJmtzPRKpst8PMo9bXGE%3D&c=AAAxwee2azTaddw39aPyyw9lk1GZuodDyuhVz4NJOOv%2BmcgC%2F1n%2FvzpmV308eijbwFAgggxO9jANI0GJRwbSO1Qlss5NwtcmEOh9Zj3Hpsuhqisuz9ZMucDa%2Fb%2BTzufvGS%2Fat7No81KPIzOoj4VspOwwXPmujjvNxi8z%2Flnb%2B9ymU0boUH4r26OaxzUf8Bl1n0bdFGaSj1sMOQjKPM7ONOPaQUIT9kTz%2FRBikM4wY5KksW%2BZLhPqaYPYJ1ZA5pQtJrWoxvQ7ZLjvU2pb32H70PkMfo1ZT2c66McLWYJ9%2BD8yFZUN2VyOJGpfUy0rapklALKzrxtdV232q3H5vL2s607Yq7MQiOXxWCuvxCzbMJ9sD6QbG%2FmOV45TuMIkHbWufJu1FnGfRZqbrmnoxTjRth%2BVK8l1UxpCDyGs3UqFjZvIJRm8NNRixafhEc8zlkEzMsPogSvtxh8MgXYSd%2F8GsfW9Z6ogkPiESXaWj5dLtOyAPO9zaOQd3%2Bv8DwAy4lANYEopgXhYhmzEHMkm0oB49%2F6OxDg1cBGAV7InLC9iBvFWmTZwWpyPu%2Fc349XcnB1Pwa2bLE81o6viXhZTWUzcsC8G7TwxXdk9Ax1%2FMmSkLuWx
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https://dioramahobbies.com/_t/c/A1020005-181EE46D3058B1FB-8674D780?l=AAAQJdDchWThPJvh%2BPEBP0Ew%2Bsj8sHP6Wwz%2BgUZLMeg7wOI0W%2BfeJvubtW3t7LzHBLWs30HuTIh49pzbHPFDGYLFQ54F7Oz%2BX5Ltlhu78p2%2FmJHSlkI8Bs7GOr4o8%2BbVDmiac%2FjzojOnoFKLXka5t2QNHTCjpOobCXPz%2FRmlMSrtQgHKJO99GCmUuUOwh4Ya2Ro4B5XtBGAocr9gRZX5OuQRQFkP1ehgzFxBEq%2F6dROChsQE8WqbZgvr%2BGxwP93uH7OBISTHNKPG8fcBxBsZ%2FOzI0p%2BTtlOJNNK2QDSbAN8%2FBZVtXFcVy8%2BMTz3zJ9gJvnzsqhXzrDs%2BH7%2Fl1RPws6DGM75etnXxBGwgoDX3Lx0ftnV%2FsuxzCbg8UU9stwc%2F2duRc6kFgtaDY4y8gNq9Nl8%3D&c=AAArWccAwlMZ20JSay2zB4h1yMoLy0jupGw1lI0pNCT7nXYfDvThe4%2BLWr8M61UeK%2BQ%2FO4YAYMwyMo7O6vtlCbQNnhWLibbjtNL%2FBJuEszoZ6kcFL77DOSBaq%2BNYj4ULQz%2FOZOmTCoDkqLfySeasGspDf4zfHN2YmxEHcP2tHfgTkMBjbzuW2LjHC9YVUJq7byu0wMoAlkW9DLrWcBA5Ul9tLdU2aXc8AEanq4naz9AF%2B%2FH3YibVlNHwj%2BGVuDxy1%2BCWVkGIULLspM2Mu1m7ebIMY7bf6vg7VsU9EeLKo5Ll82LIw2rcRxNQTR1zMGOWXKlsXBCejrtZuxEOoowUp03eVaCb%2BiE5ttJ7%2Bjh6oER8uRREJT6VTwASJUFzADw%2BZcmG6MUqp1L1%2FmalZkwnRXkze%2BGvj4WP8gZrqU1uXOkMz7wcco9KcSVEHN2ttFJtOgbvWQ9GaIwqVF9x5FMK8vGCXp%2F2VQYJ7Y%2BFombSOspvQZ2OU6CLEoeIpB%2B9AdCUxOw9lYZCcjpC%2B7jiGPxn%2B0vPd7L%2FaP5Y9v9FX2ts0nyx3viDWeBim5bglRRFLRROW2jSVptyfzdT6A0L%2FA0mDmwaAou1ZuoCHo21u5nWu9zy
https://dioramahobbies.com/_t/c/A1020005-181EE46D3058B1FB-8674D780?l=AABwFOXAtBl2yx9KZRmdpOE%2BB8q3xhhlEKaUJx1IbNNpijy55WzTR9YMvOAG8V/foWb8u%2B1ICKlTjo3CieB7ntZvzjgQNgUmHspSnf0gWNc55Vz%2BQ38fTOWRKN1fr%2Bcyipi8MlCd7VDoNRMogzdjkO2w8n2NqWJ5ydcZ8vLBflEtfTuui7JGpKiEvEs9CUIuxaZE2OTYQjvUa2/nOv9yDEsEs81L21dhbaIpsJyng/BchULEEZu%2BJUTGR5Ek7etXrEij4o8k3jW72ni2mjrIWyO1uiki2ih4ylMoxwi4avJxCYg7/fVsas/yfH/DlaXHiBOeZoA%3D&c=AABC2dQkRbNF1AjXpyGBUCox7eHBzub0alyL1oSLUDe/VbFDTybK1K/Kd7lKykRfJAxb5vqF/c/SMCXUPEzWC/xY79hsAu5vuayHuWZrxcT5goKOetz5bZi4mZZWLBKgrMtFIacFYmSGWXvUJdsM%2Bm%2BhkqDhViYt3EWRFwQZkZU9Mr4GYGQycS6e04ER828jdQdkHwKRYybi8G98Gos8tWCJ7Wcht1zZle%2BIyA3QPX1LVvbUT/JPZNnMPQNqLDTF5wVQpJYfr9p0kWR/pfwHA4Vvl3OBRNrqYn18Wmz4Tdo%2BKQF18rZb3j7T4DEpoeEy1/7LGXIe756Go49zWQ0g3giupRlRdVNTYxzBHylBX8G33Rxc4zLZN8Cy3YtJtv22BxeE/N/RjzEWi2e71oJEV6o1VZskQRIjSHbRChwUyIN4I4QS0aIETgbQ0uNcANL1nGbIGyDkMlPI%2BttLK6T1mYKqWjEBuKQlgB7BHaDuejKCcVETtrpWvNe%2BITo%2BeHxMKiIrKWffC85aeAKNw9ATjWZB8AE/TegiaS%2BEuVcCnUIhhN%2BoS07IIkgO5Gu8Rlu6/ufI0a5urP7Kdb%2BucYZaWQKlfRTJlc7xpn6Ed9xyl1Pk
https://dioramahobbies.com/_t/c/A1020005-181EE46D3058B1FB-8674D780?l=AAA6bLroz6tvDxzqTsDGe0U//eX0CoCLfT6/7/XE6iHJ3tWxtl3aiKC2RxTGFQMEDypKJGk0h14ZaNMGLob6nazqrN%2BfIC7krHlzVRmc8uXD56PC9xsuhwAJLNCamQA2tp6g5KpUZI6/PxHk6KIum8/k6QXQ4ZSpJMLEjUIUV/p28io8d/GrVXb5torRN6DmvJoMuckdm87zG6ZVx8v7uP19PwWcd3g2vl%2BnGCEXmQWngtaQO4L52yeaDlKkNXEKn4jtCk17koEK5E0uAzUhYbpQPT9qcuRa94sDku/C4k4HtOAM/DsfzBSncmH51haIv51voMY/Hm3%2BL1n/Vk76OhL/nEvdzkB0xm2W1emnJBXhqsAZoD0dbFQ%3D&c=AADq8MirzFN7QAUomrLYqQKnrvGzsqlhdOi1oTqr5e88g8O5dyvkgldJZtl9xHSwrplWo9RyUHRcVq22JOzqlzWLi20DwxVy5%2B5FoTq9KoDc%2BB4y9TAhPdiHr5NsDcnr9FNgSuL9JP37MFiMjJaKrtEtaXP0/LkAbHbEC8GAnmUGQjrSOiXZi2lHticYwpOCLhHYXSmAwJVfYZyo8Ahog0z4GTCzmL38tbzYZ4vi4bzNmvxDYHFeQrHoLCaezn9RJfaQUnYZH%2Bt4CKeu0bZV%2BBmmsPhtEs0mDFZYjyFl4s4WuCxbDEWl4OrU0SwO2ia8Cwt138Bf3ebMpBxgm8LHQwi6rYCxIPuMxHOLkc5ICF8JteB5NwjFY/zp7g2/S2nBhLDpHk%2BGhlXG%2B52FwjOt5gGa2KnCfk/AYS64l%2BYGaf5lLVmiKLfez/LIE2m1OT%2BKQiaf%2Bc3ZlvI9Rxh3OVY34hHXOG2BMD96Q5eU0OpheYMyTtRtdNjKx0zKOh8O4u%2BN0cY1huwj8TgQMkqDVM/Uxkffe%2BgmZUVJerrfUSaxGMj4NvR4TcVFGPVUuW1aHCvzYprbwozstDLKWg8oPZvpchOYZ6dtDgKHiw5f2Q/lMj5R
https://dioramahobbies.com/_t/c/A1020005-181EE46D3058B1FB-8674D780?l=AAC/A2anpaTqhJjtZZNWdFvxQz9Q05qAfcBKxVIhqEnG/8KZ%2B%2BoRktfyefD87o7QXpU/66DCD68QmD0gI%2BSe8ZVOPHKcnlR8PX4fa45MlgoH6nuU05EUI/MuTDPv8nslhVk7EG6b4MCsAH/tZrpLuSYihTIofcQ7F3m7pNa1v2ZHla1vdYraBpWO03reTjvMJDUxG7Yj5j7wsUAXDNREdYWluvwnSW32HaUV%2Bvffk2n8hC5FPT8lC5dU8OUGHduokNxbIzF%2Bgrg9aNUPJmNLRTHnFM/67WAXWZjsH65FuiOGAO9K9bX53J06qeOXQNPSTjg/3pLWvJzJJIGKtMfnEg9hbAzFoZIvhdJslpkZj3YN6ikDY4U6VLFQNcMLrAS1d0nyOfl%2B2dNWtrrr4hCBMdz8yZE%3D&c=AAAx0vUob%2BcQR4YousfdCIVzlrfbDtcMBTlVG3hr5QlYzx/NxV8bILktwXpYhKiNzuqmT2AGkxSu9nJWywq5pZcifg2nhmGVf%2BJN1ruKVU0HI6gdSxxZ8NH5Ol9iwfY99M1WYT5zZC3rkKdFnkgj%2Bve9M5d7oXQamEKhiBIWO4nosMTWAgVq2vxyCI3TMqYhsmA5rBEyBwhO2z7fPXWmVY0lWgf9sxp3LQhRt2wTsj2Hnf6Swz%2Bvpm5r8Noo2F%2BH6rQZaYPzkNglP9WejWfkWb9t/2Tkd5x%2Br4xXbeG13K7eGD%2B9H4nelbmx9m7RdN%2BeR3J1dy8iWykx8Fr9RjuAG%2BTUwfqnfuKMvjQnl0hh4ThOzLicQm0jwV1PcxgXblhWnBMsHMuGgKDqsaV77ywX2SCcMW2kKfAwKVsqDFRu2Chn0uZLesNWGTPs5g5TPVKAuBd20k3CDPPeIvzrzVo7TtUuma7r235HgA5z/VIZoLM6L6ydmIkZ4GYn4Xf1iPJr4%2Btj/M46eIGuoOlWqQlSAXMMpHXXB/PBUYqEUXPS7T5KvOnppLgW1AaamWqfT1c9GwIlTZBQ9jt/5eVG2xH3SC1mlb5/SRpego9L66IrokL9
https://dioramahobbies.com/_t/c/A1020005-181EE46D3058B1FB-8674D780?l=AAB7nnVYjRSNgRGaVghMkTMwDQCngVzhO8ZeLVfDj8zRtqtZ%2BJumIqYJkoxtQ0ITMMNvSSof%2Bp2%2BOcTCXFQ0l%2BWIv2jqbynrLo0SdKfgPztdLXTUsUGW9yfP75KWuJ%2Bpi5l89PMBfoCxs8457J2f6N%2BO4bwEIUAhd9jChoYIv8cmUeRdXes/vgONUfxColjZ%2B4iVD3ab%2B7foyiGtVsPximXPZWk0QiTeQm6rFK3sbe7j6k0qSRwCZZPNxaVK%2BKn9OHxtzEpcHW62qaJXmGLRKti2nCEzqq113GmlfQ%2BDBqc926mRBxsD55BJQ%2BC%2B8lh5ZHtkneuSgB99vdXQilms8Hf/dwrpCrNPlQzoH/3ZcHExUp4epdazUAyR50o%3D&c=AAB8BNAwcgM6cmUsU/H5XpnXlgs7YstXjufwiLdQuec2kytCXl2Mpk7pMqPRXGoHkmxaRDgscsiM4V0yhevSlTvfIF%2BmeltYtJSWGdgJ8MbYH9fvrwvdHcxqwhtIGijN21SPIRSku/3kkOBks%2BlXTu0ZTYmBzz%2B3ebtVz12MttkZy1Tn5DAgS97AAal3q7NJKYO3pdgXe504qrvJc6QXQFnKoh6/9OCb1JJgvzgzb3tDhSjmm0LG3Pf%2BapNZ/Kfj81fXfT1WPjp2CWhS2xfexsBxgayN5muMIBfN%2BwF2ujm4nbAffwhnZkUDZ/aJlMyzsjlWMnWNTv1cH6iG1txoOHoCxmziaxAR4IW0XgsSCexSykfqqSYkim0HItnw0Tunp2Ii6EoMTIqgBlqXKyWh15U1nYb7aTvWfrw9OUp9pCkmJ/ZmQ8MwL4LZUAYbEyutJzA0z/0c2%2BrCQcDKY74lj/h/Pb3kg/kpR0xb3/PI8xvhd5oaBEdtuPUN/5yIbir0Qy6MlGt5JXqUpuxcJ73ibg26Ozvtq4DOjDWRqmYTAnfDbYIMUkwu45S5RMSsOalt4G%2BIR46EZUso6DfeOGL4nFVeFy/eZNHVdV0PtaLlr9wq
https://dioramahobbies.com/_t/c/A1020005-181EE46D3058B1FB-8674D780?l=AABo5YjFW05fM8%2BvefiJya5QHZY4Nt/zj8oQTet8fGhtBA4bOQPuhx78EBMZJhp6Wez89kC77w%2B0gZJCgKo1PJrLZQrV348G2Ignp65b/G3EBxRzSjFmJ3/lq/sVh%2BGD6LTBmqqHUX/JdI9t8YHaeQPxd1ZQd4hPIEPlAc1Pre2c9mer0KnC5a6mDPPD8R5tj1rjaTXs0Wdt8ZUUOEmz6M%2BKcDv%2BWDOD3UkVWqVrCX7IXYlvVkNpKbfWbzRXshPulcxe%2B9Ij1IzqZ55CZ8x1DvGLT/cZmkyjeREqH%2BWjs4jYeCEF/NmpAxSbaMSejr4pfi1G4mObuhdyIwra0jiv%2B5xo//SM4ajUCr1aqXDY11%2BqNZYga27pSA9QHuPjtU0KODIy8buPeFYN53JBUbear1k%3D&c=AADYQSv1IYN51jQXSzRxNWxsqy8EDsQQikMCYXrSfjUjeqSJIIfLXtj%2BxylA1u2w%2BhIuuPSJvJEFVVMltzBmbv7a7UzazKUupe1YCRQDwBE6GXTaamY2P0UfhWOcyST7L6f6zE6q97dzJbAAmLnSiRQC2An5WZ6WhAQnsvuEr32d8umOugL0p5aaGe1%2BMPCIIdBYXoaNs4KPUOGF69VY9k0Mt8JgWynt7mY6KKyFpzLPbgGqwZgmX/tAPClNhWudZucZBECPblkycG8s6BmtDFSu9l/WYxUXVuUAy2HPiz5ODJLJDI2MRch7scIVxJRUyEef1k33%2BFbPs4jpqGHrR3srpeyVUfrJpWcU0MVtrbOav/4NkV8iKbJf8edQEgGXeZ0rHn77KL1NediOqNS0pFs6uFpfJtxhERDsqOP6EwaOD14zwLZgCpRfSeUz3YLX8y05Moz/KBum/AE1os50KlOFX1REWscAtKkTcDU%2BHmnrulHpGLA/FQ/nbT2R8I59jOfNB8zHXC8Nfr72e4IPIqwrK1WgzAJ3lLF6zFdcYt06j9vrFyKqiG9BlovTJOcNAcgSn0ClKfr8Qc3FHS%2Bz2VAXVC81SM6G1XarDiullFhp
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Carriage Shop Background Flat Kit 

https://pzk.soundestlink.com/ce/c/67524e497594f174701c9ecd/67a8f29c06dfc4628fb54921/67a8f2b57ca8d566b1110628?signature=a7c85a3fd0c7ff476c6d52b235c675f985a40223a0d6852a06a28980c32445a6
https://pzk.soundestlink.com/ce/c/67524e497594f174701c9ecd/67a8f29c06dfc4628fb54921/67a8f2b57ca8d566b1110629?signature=a7c85a3fd0c7ff476c6d52b235c675f985a40223a0d6852a06a28980c32445a6
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John Burney's Carriage Shop, Built approx. 1845 by Henry Jackson. Used as 
Burney's Carriage Shop 1880-91 in Dublin, Indiana. 
 
Keep it as a Carriage Shop or modernize it with more modern store fronts in your 
town. 

Dimensions: 
HO Scale: 4.625"W x 2.125"L x 5.375"H 

S Scale: 5.75"W x 2.7"L x 7.75"H 
 

HO Scale Shop now  
S Scale Shop now  

 
 
 
 
 

STARTS SHIPPING February 21st 2025 

 

https://pzk.soundestlink.com/ce/c/67524e497594f174701c9ecd/67a8f29c06dfc4628fb54921/67a8f2b57ca8d566b111062a?signature=a7c85a3fd0c7ff476c6d52b235c675f985a40223a0d6852a06a28980c32445a6
https://pzk.soundestlink.com/ce/c/67524e497594f174701c9ecd/67a8f29c06dfc4628fb54921/67a8f2b57ca8d566b111062b?signature=a7c85a3fd0c7ff476c6d52b235c675f985a40223a0d6852a06a28980c32445a6
https://pzk.soundestlink.com/ce/c/67524e497594f174701c9ecd/67a8f29c06dfc4628fb54921/67a8f2b57ca8d566b111062c?signature=a7c85a3fd0c7ff476c6d52b235c675f985a40223a0d6852a06a28980c32445a6
https://pzk.soundestlink.com/ce/c/67524e497594f174701c9ecd/67a8f29c06dfc4628fb54921/67a8f2b57ca8d566b111062d?signature=a7c85a3fd0c7ff476c6d52b235c675f985a40223a0d6852a06a28980c32445a6


New Tracks Modeling Observations                                         Vol 3, Issue 2 Feb 2025  

 

 
 

41 
 

New Tracks Modeling Observations                                             Vol. 3, Issue 3 2025 

 
Shop now 

 

 
 

 
Shop now 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://pzk.soundestlink.com/ce/c/67524e497594f174701c9ecd/67ae207db81705cf2d6ccdde/67ae20960d10d84e87c16966?signature=0e65819ce0011b2cf4b8f490bdb808ceab3432601d399aea2a601229eff54b14
https://pzk.soundestlink.com/ce/c/67524e497594f174701c9ecd/67ae207db81705cf2d6ccdde/67ae20960d10d84e87c16967?signature=0e65819ce0011b2cf4b8f490bdb808ceab3432601d399aea2a601229eff54b14
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New HO scale releases 
 

RRS-H-31 - This is a small side shop with 
full interior that will butt up to an existing 
building. As you can see in the pictures it 
makes a great addition to take a building 
to the next level in detail. You get a 
workbench and several extra castings to 
make the building come to life. Minor 
assembly of the three walls is required. 
The castings come unpainted. The shop 
measures 2 1/2" long by 1 1/2" wide by 1 
3/8" tall. 

Click here to check it out 
 
 

RRTK-H-34- Here you have a 1933 Ford 
Sedan. Ford Made a lot of these cars. This 
Ford had a V front bumper and a great 
front grille. Minor assembly required 
attaching the tires to the frame. Sedan 
measures 2 1/4" long 7/8" wide and 5/8" 
tall. Casting comes unpainted. 

 

Click here to check it out 

 

https://h9nrlixab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F9_vxGEdbg7dSJEAW5-wAaG_oEKlBJcrbZYEl2Z4CUhusuNIpDmnd0vZ59g2YyebLjqp4E5JflvB_YUBpW3gUuSsctnzZYZPLjma4sXBjhJxvQrHYLcPMk8qU6fk1dYEoqtUu05owyXUzrjZ5m6jlOWkx0LTkL7EI3nzDOm3bhY=&c=QijWY_vYlC8kfIidlUSNtYpC8pbBCsoYo2S3gTvjHGVIVai8qI9LaA==&ch=NWT65XN_Mm6zHqshxUuzjavZwb-J2l1jjml0pDbsv_mPywcQLptf8w==
https://h9nrlixab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F9_vxGEdbg7dSJEAW5-wAaG_oEKlBJcrbZYEl2Z4CUhusuNIpDmnd0vZ59g2YyebLjqp4E5JflvB_YUBpW3gUuSsctnzZYZPLjma4sXBjhJxvQrHYLcPMk8qU6fk1dYEoqtUu05owyXUzrjZ5m6jlOWkx0LTkL7EI3nzDOm3bhY=&c=QijWY_vYlC8kfIidlUSNtYpC8pbBCsoYo2S3gTvjHGVIVai8qI9LaA==&ch=NWT65XN_Mm6zHqshxUuzjavZwb-J2l1jjml0pDbsv_mPywcQLptf8w==


New Tracks Modeling Observations                                         Vol 3, Issue 2 Feb 2025  

 

 
 

43 
 

New Tracks Modeling Observations                                             Vol. 3, Issue 3 2025 

New O scale releases 

 
RRWT-O-03 - Here is the next work car that 
is a tool car in ON30 scale. You see the small 
tank in the back and the tool house. Also 
has a small fence that holds a dented 55 
gallon drum and a smaller steel drum. The 
tank contains a 3D printed valve. The flat 
car is included and has boosters to allow 
clearance on those tight turns. I will provide 
wire for the braking wheel and wire for the 
grab irons. I will include the San Juan detail 
parts (former Grandt line) 2 stirrups and a 
brake wheel setup. 2 Kadee coupler boxes 
are included but you supply the Kadee 
couplers and the trucks you want. The tool 
car is 4" long and 1 1/2" wide. All resin 
castings and comes unpainted. 
 
Click here to check it out 
 
 
 

 
RRSP-O-30 - Here is great little 
fuel tank that works great in a 
shop scene or logging scene. 
Would even go good on the back 
of a truck. Small footprint and 
easy price. Comes with a 3D 
printed valve. The tank measures 
1" by 1/2" by 1". The casting 
comes unpainted. 
 

  

https://h9nrlixab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001F9_vxGEdbg7dSJEAW5-wAaG_oEKlBJcrbZYEl2Z4CUhusuNIpDmnd0vZ59g2YyebLjqp4E5JflvB_YUBpW3gUuSsctnzZYZPLjma4sXBjhJxvQrHYLcPMk8qU6fk1dYEoqtUu05owyXUzrjZ5m6jlOWkx0LTkL7EI3nzDOm3bhY=&c=QijWY_vYlC8kfIidlUSNtYpC8pbBCsoYo2S3gTvjHGVIVai8qI9LaA==&ch=NWT65XN_Mm6zHqshxUuzjavZwb-J2l1jjml0pDbsv_mPywcQLptf8w==
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The Handcar Shed in HO Scale by 
Conowingo Models. We believe that this 
kit is of a fictional structure as we have 
not seen photos of anything like it. It is 
based on a kit originally produced by 
Inland Scale Models. However, we have 
laser-cut this kit so that it’s easy to build, 
changed a few things around and added 
a few more details, including a piece of 
Atlas track and two hand cars.  
 
ORDER YOURS TODAY  
 
 
 

 

Instruction Updates and Tips 

Many people do not realize that we are 
constantly updating our instructions to improve 
processes and make things easier to 
understand. The Amherst Flatcar kit is a good 
example of this. If you have purchased a rolling 
stock kit, we recommend going to the website 
and downloading fresh instructions before 
building. The Amherst Flatcar kit contains the latest building instructions for all 
rolling stock kit bases. There is also a General Instructions Help file, which many 
people would benefit from. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 

https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1570?id=22008.1029.1.fb6c59f2cf51dd9765dbff6362754210
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1570?id=22008.1037.1.01757f5cdc82885f702f73c5badb81e1
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1570?id=22008.1027.1.9ce9e42c078052ff108ff7216df298fd
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1570?id=22008.1028.1.8087b54381e037be2351f3ec3631b714
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1570?id=22008.1036.1.ae7fe2639fe3fc38ed7f5eb4a71455d6
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From Ted DiMone 
 

This model is 1/48 scale, Laser printed walls and tower. There is no other like it. It 
was printed by a gentleman that remains to be anonymous at this time. It is 
completely scratchbuilt with real clocks in each side of the tower and Evans 
Designs lighting. Trees are from Grand Central Gems.  All figures are 1/48.5 British 
O scale, hand painted by me using Vallejo and Ammo paint, and manufactured by 
Model-U in Great Britain. Real concrete product is the sidewalk. The sign is from 
Miller Engineering. 

 

https://www.nerx.org/images/202403-gallery/dimone1.jpg
https://www.nerx.org/images/202403-gallery/dimone4.jpg
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Master Model Railroader 
 

By Jack Dziadul, MMR 
 
New Tracks Modeling founder Jim Kellow, MMR is an enthusiastic promoter of the 
Achievement Program (AP) of the National Model Railroad Association (NMRA), as 
are many other regular contributors to New Tracks. Readers who are unfamiliar 
with the NMRA or its AP might want to scroll though the website: nmra.org. 
Completing seven AP certificates out of eleven subject offerings across four broad 
categories leads to the Master Model Railroader (MMR) designation. 
  
I had not gotten serious about my modeling until I moved to North Carolina in 
2005 and transferred my little used NMRA membership to the Mid-Eastern 
Region. The Carolina Piedmont Division has monthly meetings with informative 
clinics. I became a regular attendee and started to learn quite a bit about the 
many aspects of the hobby, making many new friends in the process.  
 
I was not long into my tenure with the division when the newsletter editor 
announced a move out of state. I had always enjoyed reading and writing, so I 
volunteered to fill that upcoming vacancy. It did not take long to check the box for 
my first AP certificate: Model Railroad Author in 2010.  
 
2005 was the first year that CPD hosted a regional convention. That was my first 
taste of seeing what conventions were all about; especially seeing the astonishing 
models in the contest room. Becoming a Master Model Railroader was out of 
reach for me, but I was incrementally adding to my knowledge and improving my 
modeling skills. MMR was not at all on my radar.  
 
In 2006, Philadelphia hosted the NMRA convention. Having a national convention 
within our region was not a common occurrence, so I signed on and joined several 
CPD friends for the Amtrak trip up north. Once there I responded to a call for 
volunteers to assist with packing bags and manning a registration help desk. One 
of the first clinics that I attended concluded with an invitation to become and 
“apprentice” contest judge. That was probably the best decision I have made 
within my MMR journey. All of that national level volunteer work on top of other 
division level volunteer work and bingo! AP certificate #2: Association Volunteer 
2011.  
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After touring many well-done layouts, I signed on as a regular operator on an HO 
scale layout. After one year, I started operating on a large N-scale layout for two 
years. About this time, I signed up for operations callboards at conventions and 
other ops weekends. Before long…AP certificate #3: Chief Dispatcher.  
 
Then came a long pause; too many long work days and too much travel. But a 
termed-out MER Director talked me into running for office. Okay, certificate #4: 
Association Official. Yes, four AP certificates without touching glue or paint. I 
actually felt a bit awkward about this. Hmmm, I had better get going on some real 
modeling.    
 
During this timeframe, however, I was into producing Ipswich Hobbies craftsman 
structure kits as my small contribution to the economy, so I really did have some 
familiarization with glue and paint. 2021 was to be the year. I kicked off January 
with my Golden Spike Award, just to prove that I could get two locos running at 
the same time on more than plywood. Then, scratch-building and craftsman kits 
from other manufacturers brought in AP #5: Master Builder – Structures. This was 
quickly followed by AP #6: Master Builder – Scenery.  
 
Then another long pause as life got in the way of hobby time. So, AP #7: Master 
Builder – Cars finally got me over the MMR finish line in 2024. There were many 
supporters and mentors along the way. But the biggest contributor to pulling me 
over that finish line was Martin Brechbiel’s scratchbuilding series on New Tracks 
Modeling. 
 
Achieving Master Model Railroader was a fourteen year journey for me, but well 
worth it. I never would have challenged myself without the framework of the AP 
program. I cannot recommend it highly enough. Now on to AP #8. Why not keep 
challenging myself to improve and broaden my skills? Jim Kellow has set the bar 
quite high for us with all eleven certificates.  
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Why I Changed the Title of My Articles in O Scale 
Resource Magazine 

 
By Jim Kellow 

 
Some of you may have noticed that I recently changed the title of my articles 
from New Tracks Modeling to simply New Tracks. I’d like to take a moment to 
explain why. 
 
The New Tracks brand has been a part of my journey for years, and I’ve always 
been mindful of maintaining its original look and feel. When I stepped back from 
being involved in every aspect of New Tracks Modeling, I wanted to give the 
dedicated volunteers I had invited to lead different areas of the brand the 
freedom to shape their parts as they saw fit. One of these leaders felt that the 
logo I had originally created should be updated. 
 
Longtime readers may recall that this series originally started under the New 
Tracks name, as reflected in this article. However, when I expanded to include 
weekly Zoom shows and was advised that a website was necessary for outreach, I 
had to modify the name to New Tracks Modeling, since New Tracks was 
unavailable as a domain. I kept the core of the logo intact but added Modeling to 
the title to fit our growing platform. 
 
Now, in order to ensure that the new leadership of various New Tracks initiatives 
has full creative freedom, I have decided to return to the original New 
Tracks name and logo. This reflects my vision of New Tracks as the overarching 
brand that encompasses all its evolving components. 
 
Moving forward, there may be additional New Tracks projects with slight 
variations in their names, but they will all remain part of the larger New 
Tracks brand. I hope this change makes sense to you, and as always, I welcome 
your thoughts. 
 
Feel free to reach out to me at jimkellow@newtracksmodeling.com. 

mailto:jimkellow@newtracksmodeling.com
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